К первому вопросу билета
I Read the text and answer the questions.
Text 1                                                                  ‘                                                     Emily Brontё       
A JIPSY CHILD
One day Mr Earnshaw came back from a long journey. He had travelled sixty miles to Liverpool and back on business, and was very tired. “Look what I have brought you!” he said. His children, Catherine and Hindley, were expecting presents and they rushed eagerly to see what it was.  
They were very disappointed to see only a dirty, black-haired gipsy child. “I found him all alone in the busy street of Liverpool”, Mr Earnshaw explained to them, “and I couldn’t leave him to die. He can sleep in your room, children.” But Catherine and Hindley were very angry because they hadn` t received any presents, and refused to let the strange child share their room. However, Mr Earnshaw insisted and, and little by little the boy became accepted by the family.  He was called Heathcliff, as a first and last name. No one ever discovered who his parents were.
Catherine and he became great friends, but Hindley hated him, and was often cruel to him.  Old Mr Earnshaw was strangely fond of that gipsy child, and frequently punished his son for behaving badly to Heathcliff. Hindley began to be jealous to his father’s feelings for Heathcliff, and saw them both as enemies.
This situation couldn’t last. As Mr Earnshaw grew old and ill, Heathcliff became even more his favourite, and Hindley often quarrelled with father. When Hindley was sent away to study, everybody hoped that they would have peace in the house.  (1160) *
Answer the questions.

1 Why was Mr Earnshaw very tired when he came back home from Liverpool?
2 Did Catherine and Hindley rush to their father because they were very happy
to see him?
3 What disappointed them?
4 What did Mr Earnshaw tell the family about the gypsy child?
5 What was the boy’s name?

6 How was the boy accepted by the family?
7 Who became Heathcliff`s friend and who – his enemy?
8 Why did Hindley quarrel with his father?

9 The family hoped to have peace in the house because Heathcliff was sent to study, didn’t they?

10 Why do you think Mr Earnshaw was fond of Hethcliff more than his own son?

* количество знаков в тексте
Text 2                                                                                                       Chris Culshaw
The Fir Coat
Mrs Melrose was on the night train from London to Glasgow. The compartment was very cold. Mrs Melrose had a very expensive fir coat. She wrapped it around her and tried to sleep. There was only one other person in the compartment – a woman.

In the morning Mrs Melrose left the compartment to get a drink. When she came back she had a nasty shock. The other woman was wearing her fur coat. 

Mrs Melrose said, “Give me my coat back or I’ll call the guard!” The other woman just smiled and said it was her coat. So Mrs Melrose ran to get the guard.

The guard had no idea who the real owner of the fur coat was. He said, “When we get into Glasgow I’d better take you both to the police.” 

An hour later a young policewoman was trying to find out who owned the coat. She said, “I must take this coat away and examine it.” 

She left the room and came back a few minutes later. “I am afraid the owner of this coat is in very serious trouble,” she said. “When I was examining the coat I found it in the pocket.” The policewoman showed a small plastic bag full of white powder. “This is a dangerous drug. The owner of this coat may go to prison for a long time.”

The other woman stood up and said, “Oh …well….perhaps I am wrong”. Then she left the police station as fast as she could.

Mrs Melrose was very upset. She said, “This is my coat. I don` t know anything about the drugs.” The policewoman smiled at her, “Don` t worry. I’m sure you are the real owner of this coat. I didn’t find anything in the pocket. This is a packet of salt I borrowed from our canteen.” (1249)
Answer the questions.

1 Where was Mrs Merlose going by train?

2 How many people were there in the compartment?

3 Why did Mrs Melrose try to sleep in her fir coat?

4 Was she wearing her coat when she left the compartment for a drink?

5 Why was Mrs Melrose shocked when she came back to the compartment?

6 Why did Mrs Merlose ask the guard to help her?

7 Did the guard help Mrs Melrose?

8 Who helped Mrs Melrose to get her coat back?

9 Why did the policewoman decide to examine the coat?

10 Why did the other woman leave the police station?

Text 3                                                                                                                           O` Henry

LOVE   FOR   АRT
Joe and Delia both loved art. Joe came to New York to study painting; Delia left a little town for New York to study music. Joe and Delia met at the friend` s studio, and a year later they got married. Joe and Delia were very happy, but one day they found that they had no money. Delia decided to give music lessons, and a few days later she came home very pleased with herself. “Joe, dear”, she said. “I have found a pupil.  The family is rich, they` ll pay me five dollars a lesson!”  However, Joe was not happy about that. He didn’t want his wife to work, he wanted her to study and be a famous pianist. 

A week later Delia brought home 15 dollars for three lessons. To her surprise Joe put four five-dollar bills on the table too. He said that he had sold one of his pictures.
One Saturday evening Delia came home late, she looked very tired and her right hand was banged. Delia said: “My pupil’s family invited me to dinner after the lesson and the girl spilled some hot sauce on my hand. She was very sorry about that. “At what time did you burn your hand, Delia?” Joe asked her.  “About five. The iron…I mean the sauce...”   “Darling,” Joe took her hand in his. “Where are you working?” And she told him the truth. Delia couldn’t find any pupils and as she wanted Joe to study painting, she had to work in a laundry. “How did you know I wasn’t giving music lessons?” she asked.  “I sent up these bandages this afternoon for a girl who had burnt her hand with an iron. I am working in the machine room of the same laundry.” (1228)
Answer the questions.

1 Why did Joe and Delia come to New York?

2 How long had they gone out before they got married?

3 Why did Delia decide to give music lessons?
4 What job did she find?

5 What did she tell Joe about her job?  

6 Why wasn’t Joe happy about it?

7 Why didn’t Joe tell the truth about his work in the laundry?

8 What did Delia say to Joe when she came home with her hand bandaged?

9 Why did Joe understand that it was a lie?

10 Do you think Joe and Delia really loved each other? Why do / why don’t you think so?

Text 4                                                                                                           Eddie Ogan
The Rich Family in Church
I'll never forget Easter of 1946. I was 14, my little sister Ocy was 12, and my elder sister Darlene was 16. We lived at home with our mother; our dad had died five years before, leaving Mom with three school kids to raise and no money. 
A month before Easter the pastor of our church asked everyone to save money and help a poor family. 
When we got home, we talked about what we could do. We decided to buy 50 pounds of potatoes and live on them for a month.  When we thought that if we kept our electric lights turned out as much as possible and didn't listen to the radio, we'd save money on that month's electric bill. Darlene got as many house and yard cleaning jobs as possible, and both of us babysat for everyone we could. 
Every day we counted the money to see how much we had saved. At night we'd sit in the dark and talk about how the poor family was going to enjoy having the money the church would give them. 
The day before Easter, Ocy and I walked to the grocery store and the manager gave us three $20 bills and one $10 bill for all our change. We had never had so much money before.

We could hardly wait to get to church. When the pastor was taking money, Mom gave him a $10 bill, and each of us, kids, $20.
As we walked home after church, we sang all the way. Later that afternoon the minister drove up in his car. Mom went to the door and then came back with an envelope in her hand. She opened the envelope and out fell a bunch of money. There were three $20 bills, one $10 and seventeen $1 bills. (1219)
Answer the questions.

1 What can you say about the narrator’s family?

2 Was the family poor or rich?

3 Why did the pastor ask the people in church to save money?

4 How did the narrator’s family try to save some money?

5 How much money did they save?

6 Why could they hardly wait for Easter Holiday?

7 How much money did the narrator’s family give for charity?

8 What happened later that afternoon?

9 Did the family expect anybody to bring them the money? Why?

10 What do you think of the title of this story?

Text 5                                                                                                  Jennifer Bassett
South for the Winter
I never stay in one country for a long time. It gets boring. I like to move on, see new places, and meet different people. It's a good life, most of the time. When I need money, I get a job. I can do most things - hotel and restaurant work, building work, picking fruit.

I like to go south in the winter - Cyprus, or perhaps North Africa. Life is easier in the sun, and Northern Europe can get very cold in the winter. Last year I was in Venice in October. I did some work in a hotel for three weeks, then I began slowly to move south. I always go by train when I can. I like trains. You can walk about on a train, and you meet a lot of people.

I left Venice and went on to Trieste. There I got a cheap ticket for the slow train to Sofia, in Bulgaria. It takes a day and a half, but the express was too expensive.

The train left Trieste at nine o'clock on a Thursday morning. There weren't many people on it at first, but at Zagreb more people got on. Two girls went along the corridor, past my compartment. They looked through the door, but they didn't come in. The train left Zagreb and I looked out of the window for about ten minutes, then I went to sleep.

When I opened my eyes again, the two girls were in the compartment.

'Hi!' they said.

'You're American,' I said. 'Or Canadian. Right?'

'American,' the taller girl said. She smiled. 'And you're twenty-three, your name is Tom Walsh, you've got blue eyes, and your mum lives in Burnham-on-Sea, UK. Right?

'How did you know all that?' I asked. (1205)

Answer the questions.

1 Why didn’t Tom like staying in one country for a long time?

2 What jobs did he do if he needed money?

3 Why didn’t he like staying in Northern Europe in winter?

4 What had Tom done before he started moving to Trieste?

5 Why did the young man like travelling by train?

6 Why did he buy tickets for a slow train?

7 Were there many people on the train? 

8 Who did Tom see in his compartment when he woke up?

9 Where did the two girls get on the train?
10 What did the girls know about Tom?

Text 6                                                                                                         David Evance
THE FIRST WOMAN IN BUSINESS    

At the start of the twentieth century the idea of women in business seemed crazy. In those days men held all the positions of power and made all the decisions about money. They believed that a woman` s place was at home, looking after her children, cooking for her family and managing the house. If a woman needed to work she could perhaps find a job in a shop or in a factory, but she had no chance of working as a businesswoman or a banker, or a lawyer.

Women` s fashions in the USA and Europe at that time supported their position in society. Fashionable women wore long dresses that almost touched the ground. This made it difficult for them to drive a car, ride a horse or even walk quickly. 

But many women were not happy with their position in society, and they didn’t like the clothes they had to wear. One of those people was a French woman called Gabrielle ‘Coco’ Chanel. When she went into business in 1910, she planned to change clothes that women wore. But over the next sixty years she did much more than that, as she became the richest and the most successful businesswoman.

Coco Chanel had no experience of business when she opened her first hat shop in Paris in 1910. She was only twenty-seven years old and she came from an ordinary family.  Many of Coco`s customers in her first shop were her young women friends. They loved the simple but beautiful hats and dresses that Coco made for them, and soon her shop started to do well. (1181)
Answer the questions.

1 What was a woman` s position at the start of the twentieth century?

2 What were a woman`s opportunities in business?

3 What jobs could women do at that time?

4 What did fashionable women use to wear?
5 Why didn’t` all women like the style of clothes which were in fashion at that time?

6 How did Coco Chanel start her business? 

7 What country is she from?

8 Why did Coco Chanel become famous all over the world?

9 Was her ambition to become rich and famous when she started her business?

10 Do you think that women’s role in business is very important nowadays?
Text 7                                                                                     ENGLISH LEARNING MAGAZINE
                                        April Fools Day                          
What is April Fools Day and what is its origin? It is commonly believed that in medieval France New Year was celebrated on April 1st. Then in 1562 Pope Gregory introduced a new calendar for the Christian world, changing New Year to January 1st. With no modern communications, news travelled slowly and new ideas were often questioned. Many people didn’t hear of the change, others chose to ignore it, while some merely forgot. These people were called fools. Invitations to non-existent ‘New Year’ parties were sent and other practical jokes were played. The jokes became a tradition then.

The custom eventually spread to England and Scotland, and it was later transported across the Atlantic Ocean to America. April Fools Day has now developed into an international festival of fun, with different nationalities celebrating the date in a special way.

In France and Italy, if someone plays a trick on you, you are ‘the fish of April’. Children stick paper fish to their friends` backs, and chocolate fish are found in the shops.

Today, Americans and the British play small tricks on friends and strangers on April 1st. A common trick is to point to a friend’s shoe and say ‘Your shoelace is untied.’ When they look down, they are laughed at. Schoolchildren might tell a friend that school has been cancelled. Once, a British short film was shown on April Fools Day about spaghetti farmers and how they harvest their crop from spaghetti trees! (1200)
Answer the questions.

1 What country did the tradition of April Fool come from?

2 What was originally celebrated in medieval France on April 1st?

3 Why did people start celebrating New Year in January then?

4 The news travelled slowly at that time, didn’t` t it?

5 Why were some people called ‘fools’?

6 Is this date celebrated in many countries?

7 Does each country celebrate it in a special way?

8 Where will you find a chocolate fish of April?

9 How do Americans and the British celebrate April Fools Day?

10 How do you like the trick with the film about spaghetti trees?
Text 8                                                                                                             B B Cnews
A Teenage Businessman        

When most 14-year-old boys are playing football or computer games after school, James Kenyon from Manchester is running his own successful business. “I’ve heard of a company in Scotland selling homemade bath products and thought it was a good idea. 

My dad said I could do that, so I decided to take a chance,” James explains. That was two and a half years ago. 

James started selling bath products to his friends and neighbours, but soon he began working for two local shopkeepers. Since he started his own soap company, selling homemade soap, bath salt and other bath products, James has earned over & 4,500. 

James is proud of his success in business but he thinks there are more important things in his life. “I’ve learnt lots and I’m really enjoying it, but my school work always comes first.

James` s parents are proud of their son, they think that he plans everything really well – he does homework and he can focus on the business in his spare time. James says his parents have been a big support. 

In 2006 James became a finalist in the Enterprising Young Brit Award. James is just one of an extraordinary group of enterprising young British businessmen who have innovative ideas and enthusiasm for business. Age and experience is certainly no obstacle to their success; their ambition and energy inspires them to create their money-making ideas. (1119)
Answer the questions.

1 What is the main idea of this text?

2 What business does James Kenyon run?

3 How did he start his business?

4 How much has he earned since he started business?

5 Is business the only important thing for him? 

6 His parents help him, don` t they?

7 Why do his parents support him?

8 Why do you think he became a finalist of the Enterprising Young Brit Award?

9 What do you think helps him to be a successful businessman?

10 Do you think it` s good or bad for teenagers to run their own business?

Text 9                                                                                                      Michael Swan
The Lost Gold Coin

After the First World a small group of war veterans returned to their native village in England. Most of them found work and were able to earn some money for the living, but Michael Cole, who had been wounded and never recovered his strength, was unable to work regularly and became poorer and poorer.
Each year the veterans had dinner together, that was their traditions. On one of such occasions they met in the house of Grandian who had made a lot of money and was rich. During the party Grandian showed his friends a large gold coin.

The coin attracted everybody’s attention, and each of those who were present examined it with great interest. However, soon the coin was forgotten. 

Later when Grandian thought of it and asked his friends about it, the coin was nowhere to be found. After a long discussion the decisions was taken to search everyone. All immediately agreed except Michael Cole.  “I haven’t stolen the gold coin and I will not let you search me,” answered Cole. 

From that day on Cole was a disgraced man. He became poorer and poorer, and when his wife died, everybody knew it was from hunger. 

A few years later Grandian decided to rebuild the house. One of the workmen found the gold coin between two planks of the floor. 

As he was an honest man, Grandian hurried to Cole` s poor house to apologize to him. “But why didn’t` t you let us search you?” asked Grandian. “It was a long time ago, and now I can tell you that my pockets were full of food. I was going to take it home for my wife.” (1228)
Answer the questions.

1 Why was Cole unable to work regularly?

2 What party did Gradian arrange for the veterans?

3 Who showed a gold coin to the people at the party?

4 What happened then?

5 What did Gradian offer to do when the coin wasn’t found?

6 What was the reaction of all the people at the party? 

7 Why didn’t Cole allow to search his pockets?

8 Why did the people suspect Cole for stealing the coin?

9 How was the coin found?

10 Why did Cole take some food from the table?
Text 10                                                                                         www. tolearnenglish.com
A HUNDRED BILLION HAMBURGERS                        

Once upon a time, a businessman named Ray Kroc discovered a restaurant owned by two brothers. The restaurant served just four things: hamburgers, French fries, milk shakes and coca cola. But it was clean and inexpensive, and the service was quick. Mr Kroc liked it so much that he paid the brothers so that he could use their idea and their name: McDonald’s.

Beef, big business and fast service were the ingredients when Mr Kroc opened his first McDonald’s in 1955. Four years later there were 100 of them. Kroc knew Americans liked success. So he put signs saying how many millions of McDonald’s hamburgers people had bought. In just four years, the number was one hundred million. Now, there are more than 13,000 McDonald’s restaurants from Dallas to Paris and from Moscow to Beijing.

Anyone who wants to open a McDonald’s must first work in one for a week. Then they do a nine-month training programme in the restaurants and at ‘McDonald’s University’ in Chicago. There they learn the McDonald’s philosophy: quality control, service and cheap prices. McDonald’s has strict rules: Hamburgers must be served before they are ten minutes old, and French fries, seven. 

McDonald’s has never stopped looking for new methods to attract customers, from drive-in windows to birthday parties. Chicken, fish, salad and, in some place, pizza are now on the menu. Their international popularity shows they have found the recipe for success. (1179)

Answer the questions.

1 How did the first McDonald’s appear? In what country?

2 What attracted Mr Kroc in the restaurant owned by two brothers?

3 What were three basic things for the owner of the restaurant when

he opened it in 1955? 

4 Why did Mr Kroc put signs at his restaurants?

5 What do the owners do now to attract customers?

6 What should you do if you want to open a McDonald’s?

7 How many McDonald’s restaurants are there in the world?

8 What philosophy is taught at ‘McDonald’s University’?

9 What is there on the menu at McDonald’s? 

10 Do you think they ‘have found the recipe for success’?

Text 11                                                                                           Encyclopedia Britannica
THOMOAS  ALVA  EDISON

Thomas Alva Edison lit up the world with his invention of the electric light. However, the electric light was not his only invention. He also invented the phonograph, the motion picture camera, and over 1,200 other things. 

Surprisingly, he attended school for only two months. His mother, a former teacher, taught him a few things, but Thomas was mostly self-educated. His natural curiosity led him to start experimenting at a young age with electrical and mechanical things at home.

When he was 12 years old, he got his first job. He became a newsboy on a train that ran between Port Huron and Detroit. He set up a laboratory in a baggage care of the train so that he could continue his experiments in his spare time. Unfortunately, his first work experience did not end well. Thomas was fired when he accidentally set fire to the floor of the baggage car.

Thomas then worked for five years as a telegraph operator, but he continued to spend much of his time on the job conducting experiments. Thomas Edison was totally deaf in one ear and hard of hearing in the other, but thought of his deafness as a blessing in many ways. It kept conversations short, so that he could have more time for work. He called himself a "two-shift man" because he worked 16 out of every 24 hours. Sometimes he worked so intensively that his wife had to remind him to sleep and eat.

Thomas Edison died at the age of 84 on October 18, 1931. He left numerous inventions that improved the quality of life all over the world. (1229)
Answer the questions.

1 What inventions were made by Thomas Alva Edison?
2 Where did he get his education?
3 When did Edison start working? 
4 What did he do on the train in his spare time?

5 Why was he able to do his experiments on the train?

6 What was the result of his first experience? Why?
7 What did he spend most of his time on while he was working? 

as a telegraph operator?
8 Why did Edison think of his deafness as a blessing?
9 What did he call himself? Why?
10 How important are his inventions for people?

Text 12                                                                                                          CNNnews
INDIANS: THE NATIVE AMERICANS
Long before the early settlers came to America, the land was inhabited by tribes and nations of people known to us today as Indians. When Columbus came to America, he thought he had landed in India. For this reason the natives were called Indians although they knew themselves by a variety of other names. 
There were many different tribes of American Indians, and each spoke its own language. Some were friendly, others were fearsome. Some belonged to the mountains, others lived across the Great Plains and still others inhabited the woodlands of the eastern forests. Some of the tribes developed high level civilization. They left many beautiful things made by their own hands. The oral traditions of these great people gave birth to fantastic legends about the origins of the earth and the Gods which defended and protected them.
When the early European settlers came to America, there was at first an exchange of cultures. The Indians gave the colonists and pioneers corn and potatoes in exchange for guns and horses. The Indians taught the settlers about traditional medicines made from herbs and plants. Unfortunately, the exchange was not fair. The western settlers brought with them smallpox and other diseases formerly unknown to the New World.

Later, with colonial expansion, conflicts began and the Indians found themselves fighting for the land which they had always believed would be their own.
Today of all the minorities who exist in America, they are in many ways among the poorest and most neglected.  (1268)
Answer the questions.

1 Were the tribes inhabited North America called Indians before Columbus came there?

2 Why were they called Indians?

3 Did all the tribes speak the same language?

4 How different were the tribes?

5 Why is their culture a national treasure of the USA now?
6 What are Indians` legends about?

7 What was the relationship between Indians and European people at first?

8 Why wasn’t the exchange of cultures between Europeans and Indians fair?

9 When did conflicts between Europeans and Indians begin?

10 What do you know about the life of Indians in the USA nowadays?

Text 13                                                                                   ENGLISH LEARNING MAGAZINE
PART-TIME JOBS FOR TEENAGERS

Part-time jobs for American students are very popular and usually begin during their high school days. Besides working in fast food restaurants and small cafeterias, a very popular job for a teenager in America is baby sitting. This has its greatest appeal among teenage girls and a good baby sitter can earn quite a bit if she is reliable, responsible and mature.
It is not necessarily an easy job and requires both social skills and general competence. Such a job often involves working on Friday and Saturday nights when many married couples like to spend the night going to a movie or the theatre. 
Other part-time jobs which are popular especially among young boys is managing a paper route or mowing the lawns of people in one's neighbourhood. These jobs also require a sense of responsibility and can be a source of good income for a high school student. Young boys who run paper routes are required to get up early in the morning to deliver the daily news regardless of the weather. This job has no holidays and requires the newspaper to be delivered every day without exception. In America there are no newspaper holidays.
Part-time jobs for high schools students in America are often seen as an opportunity to teach young people about work responsibility and respect for others. The young people learn how to become part of the adult world and to share in the making of society. (1148)
Answer the questions.

1 When do American teenagers usually start doing a part-time job?

2 What are the most popular jobs?

3 Is the job of a baby-sitter popular because it’s easy?

4 What part-time jobs are especially popular among boys?

5 What qualities do these jobs require?

6 Are these badly-paid jobs?

7 Which of the mentioned jobs has no holidays? Why?

8Are there more advantages or disadvantages for teenagers in doing a part-time job?

9 Why is the society interested in this process?

10 Do you think it’s good if teenagers have a part-time job?

Text 14                                                                                                    across cultures              
THE FRIENDLY GAMES
The Commonwealth is a voluntary organization of 54 independent countries who all share a common history as part of Britain’s Imperial past. Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Barbados, Zimbabwe, Pakistan are the members of the Commonwealth. The head of the organisation is Queen Elizabeth II. 
Today the Commonwealth works to advance democracy, human rights, social and economic development, and organises special programmes to help promote young people, science, health and other issues in its member countries. 
The Olympic – style – Commonwealth Games are held every four years in a different member country.
The first event was held in 1930, in Canada. There were only eleven participating countries, and the sports included athletics, boxing, rowing, swimming and wrestling.
England has only hosted the Games twice: in London and in Manchester. The other countries where the Games were held are Australia, Jamaica, and Malaysia. The number of countries participating in the Games has grown to over 70. Without competition from the USA and the major European countries, Australia, Canada and the British countries (which compete separately) usually win the most medals.    
The Commonwealth Games have their own version of the Olympic torch ceremony. On Commonwealth Day (May 11th) in a Game year, athletes with a stick containing a message from the Queen, run through different Commonwealth countries until they reach the host nation. (1215)
Answer the questions.
1 Is the British monarch the head of the Commonwealth?
2 What is the aim of the organization?
3 When is Commonwealth Day celebrated?
4 When was the first event held?
5 Are the games always held in Britain?
6 How often and where are the Commonwealth Games held?
7 Do Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and England compete with each other?
8 Why don` t most of European countries and the USA take part in these Olympic Games?
9 Which countries of the Commonwealth win most medals?
10 Describe the ceremony of the Olympic torch. Is it different from the ceremony of the World Olympics? 
Text 15                                                                                           Encyclopedia Britannica
The Loss of the Titanic
The great ship, Titanic, sailed for New York from Southampton on April 10th, 1912. She was carrying 1316 passengers and a crew of 891. Even by modern standards, the 66,000 ton Titanic was a colossal ship. At that time, however, she was not only the largest ship that had ever been built, but was regarded as unsinkable, for she had sixteen watertight compartments. Even if two of these were flooded, she would still be able to float. The tragic sinking of this great liner will always be remembered, for she went down on her first voyage with heavy loss of life.

Four days after setting out, while the Titanic was sailing across the icy waters of the North Atlantic, a huge iceberg was suddenly spotted by a look-out. After the alarms had been given, the great ship turned sharply to avoid a direct collision. The Titanic turned just in time, narrowly missing the immense wall of ice which rose over 100 feet out of the water beside her. Suddenly, there was a slight trembling sound from below, and the captain went down to see what had happened. The noise had been so faint that no one thought that the ship had been damaged. Below, the captain realized to his horror that the Titanic was sinking rapidly, for five of her sixteen watertight compartments had already been flooded. The order to abandon ship was given and hundreds of people plunged into the icy water. As there were not enough life-boats for everybody, 1500 lives were lost. (1186)

Answer the questions.

1 Where did the Titanic sail on the 10th of April, 1912?

2 How many people were there on the Titanic when it left Southampton for New York?

3 Why was it a colossal ship even by modern standards?
4 Why did all people think it was unsinkable?
5 How many days had the ship been at sea when the tragedy happened?  
6 Why did the huge liner begin to sink?
7 Why didn’t’t anybody understand at first that the ship had been damaged?

8 Did the captain do anything to save the passengers?

9 How many people were lost?

10 Why were so many people lost?

Text 16                                                                                          The Sceptic’s Dictionary  
The Story of Atlantis

Atlantis is one of the greatest mysteries of the world. Everybody has heard about the disappearance of Atlantis, but did it exist? There are thousands of theories – some of them are breathtaking (Atlantis was an exploded planet!) – and people have been searching the trace of it. There are a lot of books, films, scientific articles – but there is no answer. 

The story of Atlantis first appeared in one of Plato` s (a Greek philosopher) books. What did Plato tell us in his books?

The history of the island began when the immortal gods divided the world among themselves. Atlantis, located in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean, became the land of 

Poseidon. 
It was a great and wonderful empire where noble and powerful people lived. 
They had great wealth thanks to the natural resources found throughout their island. The island was a centre of trade and commerce. The climate was so good that two harvests were possible each year.  There were a great number of animals, including elephants. Atlantians were great engineers and architects, building palaces, harbours, temples and docks. 
For generations the Atlantians lived simple, good life. But slowly they began to change. Greed and power began to corrupt them. When Poseidon saw how they had changed, he gathered the other gods to punish them. So, the island of Atlantis, its people, and its memory were swallowed by the sea. Such was the end in the Plato` s book.     (1173)
Answer the questions.
1 Why do people say that Atlantis is a mystery of the world?
2 What theories about Atlantis do you know?

3 Who wrote a book about Atlantis? What was he?

4 What did he write about the history of Atlantis?
5 Why was it a wealthy country?

6 What can you say about the Atlantians?
7 Why were they punished by the Gods?

8 How were they punished?

9 Do you think this story is instructive? Why? / Why not?
10 Do you think Atlantis existed?
Text 17                                                                                             ENGLISH LEARNING MAGAZINE            

The Earth Heats Up   

Large sheets of ice at the North and South Poles are melting. Ocean and air temperatures are changing unexpectedly. Scientists say these changes show that the world is getting warmer by a process called global warming. 

A warmer world may not sound so bad. But it could mean trouble for plants, animals and people. The melting of large ice sheets could cause flooding. Polar bears could die off if their icy habitat keeps melting. 

During the 1900s, the earth's temperature rose about 1°F. Scientists blame pollution. Recent studies suggest that the world's temperature is heating up faster than we thought. 

As more countries build factories and use cars, more pollution is released into the air. Part of that pollution is a gas called carbon dioxide. Building skyscrapers, houses and schools, even charging a cell phone emits carbon dioxide. When this gas gets into the atmosphere, it acts like the walls and ceiling of a greenhouse. A greenhouse is a glass building where plants are grown. The glass lets in sunlight. It keeps in much more heat than it releases. 

Now, some nations are taking steps to slow global warming. At the conference in Kyoto, Japan, 140 nations promised to cut emissions of carbon dioxide by 6-8%. 

Scientists are working on new, cleaner ways to power cars and factories. Cutting pollution won't be easy or cheap. But the cost of doing nothing is too high.  (1146)
Answer the questions.

1 What is the main idea of the text?

2 Why are sheets of ice melting at the North and at the South Poles?

3 Isn` t a warmer world better? Why? 

4 What is the reason of global warming?

5 Why does pollution cause global warming? 

6 How much has the temperature increased in 1900s?

7 What can emit carbon dioxide? 

8 Does it cause a greenhouse effect?

9 How many countries promised to cut emissions of carbon dioxide?

10 What are scientists doing to improve the situation?

Text 18
Mobile Phones – Useful or Dangerous?                                      Penguin Dossiers
Why are mobiles so popular? Because people love to talk to each other. And it is easier with a mobile phone. People think mobile phones are fun and useful. Business people use mobiles when they’re travelling. Many people use their mobile phones to send e-mail messages and access the Internet. You can also use a mobile to listen to music.

Parents buy mobile phones for their children. They can call home if they are in trouble and need help. So they feel safer. But teenagers mostly use them to keep in touch with their friends or play simple computer games. 

As eighteen-year-old Londoner Rosie Farrar says, ‘Before, girls of my age smoked cigarettes to look good. Now we have mobiles!’ Rosie’s right. Research shows that teenage owners of mobile phones smoke less! Parents and schools are happy that teenagers are safer and smoke less. 

But people are worried about the possible problems of mobile phones. We are not sure that mobiles are completely safe. It’s possible that mobiles can heat up the brain because we hold the phone so close to our head. Scientists fear that mobiles can perhaps be bad for your memory. Many parents don’t give their younger children mobiles for these reasons.

So why do we use mobiles when we aren’t sure they’re safe? Because mobiles are a lot of fun and very useful, we choose to forget the possible dangers. We choose to believe that mobiles are safe. (1144)
Answer the questions.

1 What can be mobile phones used for except speaking on them?

2 Why do parents buy mobile phones for their children?

3 Do most teenagers use mobiles to call their parents?

4 Do you believe that if teens have a mobile, they smoke less?

5 What does research show?

6 In what way can mobiles be dangerous?

7 Why don` t many parents give their younger children mobiles?

8 Why do people use mobiles if they know that those can be dangerous?

9 Can you do without your mobile phone?

10 What do you use your mobile for?

Text 19                                                                                                 Penguin Dossiers
The School of the Future?
Kelly Ryan lives in Kentucky in the USA and starts her new school year in August. She doesn’t go back to just one school, but two. As well as ordinary high school, she goes to virtual high school. Kelly wants to study history of art, but her local high school doesn’t teach it. So she’s taking it on the Internet.

Kentucky is one of two states in America at the moment that offer virtual high school classes to all their school students – the other is Florida. This is just the beginning. Virtual schools and universities are starting up all over the world. Some education experts think that in 20 years’ time, there’ll be no more real classrooms – only virtual ones. 

So how does virtual school work? When Kelly gets home from regular school she logs on to the Internet on the family computer. On the home page of her course web site she reads any messages from her teacher and other students. On the ‘What’s new’ page the teacher explains what the next piece of work is and where to find out about the subject on the internet. Each student has a virtual course book. Kelly does her work here and only she and her teacher can look at it. She uses e-mail to talk to other students on the course (no more than 25) and her teacher. There is a text page where the teacher puts video clips, pieces of text to read and pictures to look at. Any extra materials, such as books, are sent through the post to Kelly’s home. (1148)
Answer the questions.

1 When does Kelly start her school year?

2 Why does he study at two schools?

3 Are there many schools of this kind in the USA?

4 What is the prediction of some experts about virtual schools?

5 How does virtual school work?

6 What can Kelly find on ‘What’s new’ page?

7 Where does she do her homework?

8 Who can read information in her virtual course book?

9 What extra materials can she use? How does she get them?

10 Does Kelly communicate with other virtual students?
Text 20
Technology in Our Lives                                                              Successful writing
Technology plays a role in all aspects of our lives - the way we work, and the way we live at home. The speed of technological change in the past 100 years has been incredible. 

The early telephones were large, and they didn't even have dials or buttons. You picked up a receiver and an operator made the call for you. Nowadays, mobile phones fit in our pockets, and we can use them to make phone calls from anywhere to anywhere. 

Modern technology has dramatically improved our lives. Personal computers enable us to create documents, store information, and analyze data - at work or at home. The Internet allows us to send and receive e-mail messages, connects us to the World Wide Web, and allows us to go shopping online from our homes. Miniature cameras that patients can swallow permit doctors to diagnose medical conditions without surgery. 
Many people feel, however, that technology has its price. With automated supermarket checkout lines, online banking, and Internet shopping, we can meet our daily needs without having contact with other people. Life with technology can be very lonely! Also, many people are concerned about privacy. Technology makes it possible for companies or the government to monitor our use of the Internet. Our credit card numbers, bank account information, medical information, and other personal data are all stored on computers. Protecting that information will be an important issue in the years ahead. (1203)
Answer the questions.

1 In what aspects of our life does technology play its role?
2 How did people make a call when telephones didn’t have dials?
3 How are modern telephones different from the old ones?
4 What do people use PCs for?
5 In what way can the Internet be helpful? 
6 Are computers used in the field of medicine?
7 What are the disadvantages of technological development?
8 Why are people worried about their privacy?
9 Which problem should become very important in the following years?
10 Does this article give more positive or negative facts about technology?
Ко второму вопросу
II Read the text. Speak on the topic related to this text.
Text 1                                                                                                       

                                                                                 
Like the Tretyakov Gallery in Moscow, the Russian Museum contains one of the finest collections of Russian art in the world. The collections of both museums describe the entire history of Russian art. However, while the Tretyakov Gallery has the finest collection of icons, the Russian Museum’s leadership is based on its collection of late 19th and early 20th century Russian works. One of the best characteristics of the Russian Museum is that it is organized in a clear chronological progression giving a very good picture of the major development in the history of Russian art.   
Related topic: “Art and Art Museums”
1 Are you interested in art?

2 Who teaches you to understand art?

3 Do you prefer modern or ancient art? 

4 What kind of museum is the text about?           
5 In what way are the collections of the both museums different?
6 Have you ever visited the Tretyаkov Gallery or the Russian Art Museum?

7 Why is art important?

8 Who teaches you to understand art?

9 What famous painters do you know? 
10 When did you last go to a picture gallery? Whose works did you see there? 
Text 2                                                                                            
The River Thames                                
The river Thames is the cleanest river in the world that flows through a capital city. However, fifty years ago the river was so polluted that it was declared biologically dead. From 1830 to 1860 thousands of people died of cholera as a result of the pollution in the Thames. Despite the foul smell, people continued to wash and bathe and drink from the river. In 1878 the pleasure ship Princess Alice sunk in the river collision. Most of the 600 or so passengers who died didn’t die from drowning; they died because of the pollution in the river.
The water in the Thames became clearer and people’s health improved only after ‘treatment plants’ had been built at the beginning of the 20th century. 
Related topic: “Problems of Ecology”
1 How long has the Thames been the cleanest river in a capital city?
2 What helped to make it clean?

3 Is water in the area where you live clear or polluted?
4 Why is pollution a big problem for people now?

5 What pollutes water and air?
6 What other environmental problems is it necessary to solve?
7 How can people solve these problems?
8 What can you personally do to help nature?
9 What things can be recycled and reused? Why should we recycle and reuse?
10 Is it important for schoolchildren to discuss all these problems at the lessons? Why?
Text 3                                                                                                      
The London Underground 
The first underground railway system in the world was in London. It opened in 1863 and ran 4 miles (6,5 kilometres) from the west of London to the City in the east. The first lines were built close to the surface and used steam trains.  Then they built deeper tunnels and the electric underground railway opened in 1890. The system was called the Tube, still the most popular name for the London Underground. One million people commute into central London every day. Sixty per cent of these people use the Tube because the London Underground extends far into the suburbs. 
Related topic: “London”

1 What is the London Underground famous for?
2 The London Underground runs to the City. What do you know about the City?
3 What sights can you see in the City of London?
4 What other places of interest in London do you know?
5 Where does the British Parliament work? 
6 What do you know about Westminster Abbey?
7 Which London park is famous for its Speakers` Corner?
8 There is a zoo in this park too, isn` t there?
9 Which is the largest and the oldest museum in London?
10 What are the newest landmarks in London?
Text 4                                                                                             
A Second Language                                                             
In 1887 a Polish linguist L.L.Zamanhof invented what he called a universal second language. This language took the best bits of many European languages to make a new one for everyone to understand. He called it Esperanto. There are a reasonable number of fluent speakers of the language – though nobody is sure how many. Some say 100,000, others – 2,5 million. 
But these figures do not compare with the more than one billion people using English as their ‘universal second language’. English may be not as logical as Esperanto but it is the language people choose to communicate with. So, when you are travelling, you don` t need an Esperanto book. English is still the universal language in much of the globe.
Related topic:   “Learning Foreign Languages”
1 Do any people in the world speak Esperanto?

2 Is Esperanto easier or more difficult than English? 
3 Why do you think people learn foreign languages?

4 Do you think a foreign language is important to you? Why / why not?
5 How long have you been learning English?

6 Is it difficult for you to learn English?
7 Which are the most difficult and the most interesting activities for you at the English lessons?
8 Which of the activities do you think are most useful?
9 Can you say that English helps you in your everyday life? How does it help?

10 Would you like to learn another foreign language? Why? / Why not?
Text 5                                                                                                
SURFING                                                                                                    
When Captain James Cook landed in Polynesian islands of Hawaii in 1778, he was surprised to find the native men and women, both noble and ordinary citizens, riding waves standing on wooden boards. 
In the rest of the world surfing only appeared in 1950s, starting with the southwest coast of the USA. Nowadays surfing is enjoyed by surfers whenever there are waves, in Bali, Australia, Japan, France and even Britain.
One of the main attractions of the sport is its simplicity – all a surfer really needs is a surfboard, a wetsuit and waves. 
Related topic: “Sport in your life”

1 Can people enjoy surfing everywhere in the world?
2 Is surfing an extreme sport? What extreme sports do you know?
3 Have you ever tried one of them? 
4 Are all sports healthy? Explain.
5 Do you think all people should do sport?
6 What is your favourite sport?  
7 Do you like doing this sport or watching it?
8 Have you ever taken part in competitions? Did you win or lose? 
9 Do you like your Physical Education lessons at school? Why? / Why not?
10 Do you think there are enough sport facilities in your school, in your area?
Text 6                                                                                
A Suitcase of Stories                                                   
Joanne K Rowling is a best-selling author. Her books are written for children, but adults love them too. In 1996, her big moment came when she heard her first novel , Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, would be published. 
As a child, Joanne had always loved writing and before she was six, she had finished her first story about a rabbit. From then on she followed her love of language. She enjoyed English at school and went on to study French at university.
Before 1996, Joanne had been living in Portugal and teaching English. When she returned to the UK, she had a suitcase of fantastic stories about Harry Potter.  
Related topic:   “Books and Reading”

1 Have you read J K Rowling’s stories about Harry Potter? How many books have you read?
2 Do you like stories about Harry Potter? Why? / Why not?
3 Where did J K Rowling start writing her famous books?

4 Do you like reading? Why? / Why not?

5 What kinds of stories do you enjoy most? Who is your favourite writer?
6 What is the best book you have ever read? Why do you like it?
7 How do you usually choose books to read? 
8 Some people don` t read books or read very rarely. Why?
9 Do you read books in English?
10 What English and American authors do you know?
Text 7                                                                                                  
TELEVISION IN BRITAIN                                                                                    
People in Britain watch on average 25 hours of TV every week. Television viewing is Britain's most popular leisure time. About 96 per cent of the population of Britain have television in their homes. 

There are five main channels in Britain: two national commercial-free BBC networks, BBC1 and BBC2, and the commercial ITV1, Channel 4 and Channel 5 services. The BBC channels are commercial free while the other three have commercials. All the channels offer a mixture of drama, light entertainment, films, sport, educational, children’s and religious programs, news and current affairs, and documentaries.  
Related topic:  “Television”
1 Are there more or fewer TV channels in Russia?
2 Which of them do you prefer? Why? 
3 What is your favourite TV channel? Why?

4 What programmes do they show on this channel?
5 Which are your favourite programmes? Why?
6 Are the programmes on British television different or the same?
7 What’s your attitude to commercials on radio and TV?

8 Are all TV channels in Britain and in Russia commercial free?
9 What are advantages and disadvantages of watching television?
10 Could you do without TV? Explain.
Text 8                                                                                                       
A Land of Castles and Princes  
Wales hasn` t always been part of Great Britain. In the ninth and the eleventh century, Wales was divided into small states. In the thirteenth century the English King, Edward I, decided to conquer Wales. The Welsh surrendered and Edward I of England gave the title of Prince of Wales to his own son, Edward II. Since then the eldest son of the English king or queen has always been given the title ‘Prince of Wales’ and this is why Wales is called ‘Principality’. Wales is famous for its castles. They were built by Romans and English to dominate the Welsh. There are so many of these medieval Castles that they stretch like an iron chain across Wales.  
Related topic:  “The UK”

1 Where is Wales situated? What is the capital of Wales?
2 How long has Wales been part of the UK?
3 What other countries of the UK do you know? What are their capitals?
4 What is the official name of the UK? What is the official language of the UK?
5 Who rules the country? 

6 Who has the title of Prince of Wales?
7 What are the most important industries in the country?
8 What do you know about the climate of the UK? Is it different or the same in different parts of the UK?
9 Why do the British often speak about the weather?
10 What British landmarks would you like to see?
Text 9                                                                                                        
If You Have Problems  
As the old saying goes, you choose your friends, but you can't choose your family. This is great if everyone gets on but you feel unhappy when things go wrong. Most of us have to face family conflicts at least once or twice in our lives. You live with parents who don't understand you; you don` t have enough help from the people around you? The trick is to remember that you're not alone...

If you are trying to deal with any of these things or any of the other family situation that's stressing you out, you could try talking it through with someone you trust. This could be one of your friends, a social worker or a teacher. 
Related topic:    “Teenagers` Problems”

1 Do you sometimes argue with your parent, grandparents, brothers or sisters? What about?
2 Do you have good relationship with your teachers and classmates? What makes you angry?
3 Are you ready to discuss your problems with your parents or teachers? If not, why?

4 What is important to remember when you are in trouble?

5 Do you think it’s a good idea to give teenagers a lot of freedom? Why? / Why not?
6 Should adults try to teach teenagers lessons, such as the dangerous of drugs, alcohol, etc., or should they leave them alone to find out about these things?
7 What can be done to keep teenagers from drugs and alcohol?
8 What can society do to help teenagers who have problems at home?
9 Should teenager work? Why? /Why not?
10 What is it like to be a teenager in your opinion?
Text 10                                                                                                
HEALTHY  EATING
Many British schools are taking part in the government’s healthy school programme, set up by the Departments of Education and Health. Topics such as road safety, personal hygiene and healthy eating are covered. 
The aim of the healthy eating programme is to discourage children from eating junk food such as crisps and chocolate. Children must eat more fruit, vegetables and protein – the authors of the programme say. Now children can’t buy a bar of chocolate or crisps from a vending machine at school – they are banned. Experts also encourage parents to give their children more healthy packed lunches to have a snack at school. 
Related topic:   “Healthy Life”

1 What do you think of this healthy programme for schoolchildren?
2 What things are banned at British schools? Are they banned in our schools too?

3 Do you always eat healthy food? What food do you think is healthy?
4 Everybody knows that fast food is unhealthy. Do you often eat it? 
5 How often do you exercise? What kind of exercise do you do?
6 Do you smoke? Why is smoking dangerous for people’s health? 
7 Do you get enough sleep? Why? / Why not? How many hours do you sleep?
8 Is it necessary to teach children how to be healthy? Who should teach it?
9 Do you think the media plays an important role in how teenagers think and behave? Explain.
10 If you were a doctor what the most important advice would you give people if they want to live a long life?
Text 11                                                                                            
The Mousetrap
Agatha Christie’s most famous murder mystery is the world’s longest-running play. The “Mousetrap” opened in 1952, and more than ten million people have seen it.
In the play a police officer arrives at a hotel and says that one of the people there is a murderer. During the play, the audience tries to work out who the murderer is. 
What makes it more popular than other murder mysteries? Well, the play has a very surprising ending and the murderer asks the audience to keep it secret. Amazingly they do – so if you want to know who did it, you have to go and see the play! 
Related topic:  “Theater”

1 Have you seen this play in Russia?
2 What kind of play is it? Do you like this kind of plays?
3 Why do you think the play has been running for a long time?
4 When did you last go to the theatre? 
5 What did you see there?
6 Did you sit in the stalls, in the pit or in a box? What seats do you prefer?
7 Who played the leading parts?
8 What did you like most of all: the cast, the scenery, the plot?
9 Do you think the show was a success? Why do/why don’t you think so? 
10 What theatre would you like to go to next time?
Text 12                                                                                             
MOTHER TERESA
The person I admire most from the twentieth century is Mother Teresa. I regard her as one of the kindest and most caring people the world had ever known.
Mother Teresa was a selfless person. She devoted all of her time to others and never put her own needs first. Her entire life was devoted to charity work. She won many awards, including the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979. She donated the money from her awards to fund centres for sick people. Mother Teresa is no longer with us, but centres still operate, offering help to those in need.  
Related topic:  “Outstanding People”

1 Why do many people remember Mother Teresa?
2 Why was she given the Nobel Peace Prize?
3 Do you know any other Nobel Prize winners in our country or abroad?
4 What Russian outstanding people do you know? 

5 Do you know any famous people in Britain and other English-speaking countries?

6 Where do you usually get information about them?

7 Why do people become famous in their own country and all over the world?

8 Why are all countries usually proud of their famous people?

9 How are famous people honoured in their countries?

10 Is it good to be famous? Why / Why not?
Text 13                                                                                                              
MOSCOW CITY DAY 
Since 1995, Moscow City Day is the time for mass performances and carnivals that seem to occupy each and every square of Moscow on the first September weekend. About 5000 various events were in the programme of the City Day celebration in 2007. Moscow celebration opened in Tverskaya Square. The opening ceremony began with the official greetings of the city representative. 

After that, the official part of the celebration continued with patriotic performances and pop music shows. For cinema addicts there was an open-air show of the best Russian films.  
Related topic:  “Moscow”

1 Is Moscow City Day celebrated every year? When is it celebrated?
2 What do people usually do to celebrate the occasion?
3 What was in the programme of 2007 year celebration?
4 Have you ever taken part in such events?
5 Do you know how old Moscow is?
6 Do you know Moscow well? Could you tell your friend from another city or country about Moscow sights?
7 What monuments, museums and theatres do visitors usually prefer to see in Moscow? 

8 Do you like old or new districts of Moscow? Why?

9 What are your favourite places in Moscow?
10 Are you proud of your home town?
Text 14                                                                                                   
Do you prefer live music?
Many people say that going to a concert and seeing your favourite group play is a thrilling experience, and one which cannot be compared with listening to recorded music. The special atmosphere at a live concert makes it more enjoyable. The excitement of the crowd adds to your own excitement. 
Other people disagree with this point of view. They say that recorded music is more convenient: you can listen to it whenever you want. Portable player also means that you can carry the music around with you.  
Related topic:  “Music”

1 Have you ever been to a concert?
2 Which point of view given in the article do you share? Give your reasons.
3 Is live or recorded music more popular in our country?

4 How much time do you spend on listening to music?
5 What music do you prefer?
6 Who are your favourite musicians?
7 Is there kind of music that you hate?
8 Do you like singing? Have you ever taken part in singing competitions?
9 Can you play any musical instrument? 
10 If so, what do you play: easy songs, serious music? How long have you been playing?
Text 15                                                                                              
National Flag Day
National Flag Day, a holiday introduced in 1994, is celebrated with marches and public events throughout Russia. On the 23 d of August not only Moscow becomes a scene of numerous events. For example, last year activists in the Far East held a motor rally to bring in the flag of Russia from Kunashir Island to the centre of Vladivostok.
The flag of Russia is a tricolor of three equal horizontal fields, white on the top, blue in the middle and red on the bottom. They symbolize freedom and indipendence (white), faith (blue) and statehood (red).                                                    
Related topic:  “Holidays in Russia”

1 What do the three colours of Russian Flag symbolize?
2 How long has National Flag Day been celebrated in Russia?
3 What other national Russian holidays do you know? 

4 Which of them are connected with the history of our country? How are they celebrated?

5 What holidays are very popular with Russian people?
6 Are they celebrated in other countries too?
7 Do you know any interesting traditions for these holidays?
8 Which are your favourite holidays? How do you celebrate them?

9 Do you like to celebrate holidays with your friends or with your relatives?

10 Do your family celebrate holidays in a traditional or in a special way?
Text 16                                                                                          
A National Passion
Think of your favourite sport. Whatever it is, there is a good chance that it was first played in Britain, and even better chance that its modern rules were first codified in Britain. That` s why sport probably plays a more important part in people’s lives in Britain than it does in most other countries. For a very large number, and this is especially true for men, it is their main form of entertainment. Millions take part in some kind of sport at least once a week. Many millions more are regular spectators and follow one or more sports. There is a lot of sport on television. Every newspaper devotes several pages entirely to sport.   
Related topic:  “Sport in the UK and in Russia”

1 Why do you think sport is so popular in the UK?
2 Using the facts from the text prove that sport is the main form of entertainment in Britain.
3 Do you think sport is as popular in Russia as in the UK? Explain.
4 What are the most popular summer and winter sports in Russia?

5 What sport facilities are there in Russia for those who like sport?

6 What are the most popular sports and games in the UK?
7 Do you know how to play such games as cricket, polo, rugby? 

8 Which of them are popular in Russia too? 

9 Can you say that the British are the best in the world at particular sports? 
10 What about the Russians?
Text 17

The Weather Forecaster
When he was ten years old, Michael Fish decided to become a meteorologist and set up a weather station in his back garden. Now he is the famous BBC weatherman. Being a weather forecaster on television is hard work! He works 12-hour and must prepare between 10 and 14 broadcasts. But Michael loves his work. He says that not two days are ever the same and there is always some interesting weather happening somewhere on the planet. 
Michael knows he helps people, especially in winter. He insists that warning people of bad weather in winter is a very important job and he can help to save people’s lives. 
Related topic:  “
“A Future Profession”

1 Why does Michael like his job?
2 Do you agree with his opinion of the job? Why / Why not?
3 What job would you like to have in the future?
4 Why would you like to become a ……….. ?
5 Are your parents for or against your decision?
6 Say how much you know about this profession; where you get information about it.

7 Have you ever spoken to people of this profession? What did they say about it?
8 Do you think this profession is necessary nowadays? 

9 What education do you have to get to become a ……..?
10 What school subjects are important for your further education?

Text 18                                                                                                           
A Rule is a Rule
I’ll never forget the first time I saw her. Mrs Bates introduced the girl to the class and said, “This is Clair Parks. She is feeling rather nervous; look after her, please. 
Nervous? Look after her? Clair Parks could look after herself. The next day when Mrs Bates told her that she must wear a tie for school, Clair Parks said, “I can’t wear a tie miss. I’m allergic to ties.” Mrs Bates smiled a frosty smile. “Clair, make sure you `re properly dressed tomorrow. A rule is a rule.” But Clair Parks believed the rules were made to be broken and the next day she came to school without a tie again. 
Related topic:  “School”

1 Do you think Mrs Bates was right to make Clair wear a tie? Why / Why not?
2 Is there a dress code in your school? Are there any other rules for the pupils of your school?
3 Do the pupils obey them? 
4 Do you like going to school? Why / Why not?
5 What subjects are taught at your school? Which are your favourite ones?
6 Are all of them compulsory?  What optional subjects do you study?
7 There are enough facilities and equipment in your school, aren’t there?
8 What after-school activities do you do?
9 Are you proud of your school? Say three sentences about your school to make everybody sure you are proud of it.
10 Would you like to change anything in your school?
Text 19                                                                                                 

ANIMAL TRANSPORT!
I usually go on sightseeing, or beach holidays, but last year I decided to do something more exciting than usual. I went on an elephant safari and it was the best holiday in my life! 

We travelled in the jungle and saw some amazing animals. You can get much closer to wild animals on an elephant than you can in a jeep. It was the most wonderful thing I’ve ever done. Next year I’m going to try a different form of animal transport. I’d like to go on a tour to Egypt and ride a camel in the desert. The year after that I might go across the mountains of Nepal on a donkey!     
Related topic:  “Holidays”

1 What kind of holiday is an elephant safari?
2 Why do you think the narrator liked this kind of holiday very much?
3 Which holiday do you prefer: beach, sightseeing or action? Why?
4 Where did you last go on holiday? What kind of holiday was it?
5 How did you get to the place; how long did it take you to get there?
6 Who did you go on holiday with?
7 Where did you live there? Had your parents booked accommodation in advance?
8 What did you like doing there most of all?
9 What places of interest did you see there?
10 What holiday would you like to have next time?
Text 20                                                                                                             
SEE the WORLD!
Every year millions of people pack their suitcases or put on backpacks and travel to  the seven continents of the world. They visit the castles and museums of Europe, and the cities and natural wonders of North and South America. Some visit the exotic cultures of Asia, Africa and the Middle East. The great outback of Australia is a wonderland for those who go there. And a few lucky people even travel to the most mysterious continent on the earth – Antarctica. 

Why do people want to explore the world?  It opens their minds, it makes them feel alive. Travel and see the world! It will change your life forever.        
Related topic:  “Travelling”

1 Why do people travel?
2 What do they usually visit in Europe, in North and South America, in Africa and Asia?
3 Do you think travelling is one of the best ways of learning about the world?
4 Have you ever travelled? If not, would you like to?
5 Which is the most convenient transport for travelling on a long distance?
6 Which do you think is the most dangerous transport?
7 Why do people study guide-books and maps before they go anywhere?
8 What countries in your opinion are most interesting for travellers? Why?
9 If you had an opportunity to travel right now, where would you go? Why?
10 Do you like reading books and watching films about travellers and travelling?
Text 21                                                                                                    
LEISURE
People enjoy various indoor and outdoor activities in Britain. The most common leisure activity in the UK is watching television. Many television programmes are about wildlife, animals, holidays, cooking and gardening. 
The British are known as a nation of gardeners. Most people have a garden on their property. Many people in Britain are proud of their houses and gardens.  Every town in Britain has one or more DIY (Do It Yourself) centres and garden centres.  These places are very popular with British home-owners at the weekends.
Sports and physical recreation have always been popular too.     
Related topic:  “Spare Time”

1 Compare the leisure activities in Russia and in the UK. Are there many differences?
2 What do you prefer to do in your spare time?
3 Does it depend on season and weather? 

4 Do you like watching TV? What are you favourite TV programmes?

5 Do you use the Internet for fun and entertainment? How many hours a day do you use it?

6 Do you enjoy going to museums and theatres? Why / why not?
7 Some people say that books are best friends. Is it true for you?

8 How often do you go to parties, discos? 

9 Are you fond of sport? What sports have you ever tried? What sports would you like to try?

10 Who do you prefer to spend your spare time with? Why?

Text 22                                                                                                       
Winning Colours
The most popular colour in Britain is black. Wearing black makes people feel more confident, but can often make you look reserved. This may be why people sometimes think that British people don’t want to make a strong impression. Although black is common in Britain, most people agree that in fact blue is the world’s favourite colour. School uniforms and business suits are often blue. Wearing blue will show that you are an efficient and hardworking person. So, next time you have an important event in your life – an exam or an interview – think about your clothes. 
Related topic:  “Fashion”

1 Why do the British prefer black?
2 What colour is the most popular in the world?
3 What colour clothes (according to the text) should you wear if you are going to do an exam or to have an interview? Why?
4 What colours do you like wearing best? What colours would you never wear?
5 Are clothes important to you?

6 How do you choose new clothes? What kind of clothes do you usually wear?
7 Say what it means ‘to be trendy’? What clothes are in fashion now? 

8 Is it necessary to wear fashionable clothes? Give your reasons.
9 Do you read fashion magazines? Why / why not?
10 Do you dress the same when you are depressed as you do when you are very happy? 

Text 23                                                                                                               
Car of the Future                                                                         
A group of secondary school children from Hull won the ‘The Young scientists of the Year’ competition. Three teenagers (they are 13) had designed a robot car. Paul, one of the teenagers, said there wouldn’t` be any pollution from their robot cars and their system would make travelling in cities easier. Angela, another designer, added their cars would have radar and laser equipment, so they wouldn’t crash. How does the robot car work? Clair, a third designer, explained there would be cables under the road and those would send signals to a receiver in the car. She also said the scientists had already designed systems like that in factories, so they would be able to do it in cities. 
Related topic:  “Inventions and inventors”

1 Do you think the teenagers` invention is very important? Why / why not?
2 Is it possible to use their invention in our everyday life? Why / why not?
3 Would you like to take part in the contest ‘The Young Scientists of the Year?’ Why / why not?
4 Are you interested in modern inventions? 
5 Where can you find information about discoveries and inventions?

6 What modern inventions do you think are the most important in Russia and all over the world?
7 What Russian inventors do you know? 
8 What are they famous for?

9 Are there Nobel Prize Winners among Russian scientists? Give the examples.

10 Do you agree that there are bad points of developing science and technology?
Text 24                                                                                                                    
The Hound of Baskervilles
The Hound of Baskervilles is an excellent story that takes place in London and Dartmoor. It’s a mysterious story. The mystery begins when Dr Mortimer, Sir Charles` personal doctor, tells Holmes and Watson about the circumstances surrounding his patient’s death. The doctor believes that his death has something to do with the legend of the enormous hunting dog that terrorises the people of Baskerville. Soon, it becomes clear that Sir Henry, who is Sir Charles` nephew, is also in danger... 
Related topic:  “Favourite Books and Characters”
1 It` s a well-known story. Who is this story written by?
2 Do you know who the main characters of the story are?
3 What happened at the end of the story?
4 Who is your favourite author? Why do you like this writer?
5 Which book by this author do you enjoy most of all? Why?
6 Who are the main characters of this book? Which of them is your favourite one?
7 Describe his/her appearance.
8 What is his/her personality like?  Does he have only positive qualities?

9 Is all his/her life or only an episode from his/her life described in the book?

10 If you met him in your real life, could you become his/her close friend? Why/ Why not?

Text 25
The Times                                                                      
Daily newspapers are those that are published daily from Monday to Saturday. There are the morning papers and the evening papers. 
The daily newspaper that is best-known outside Great Britain is The Times. It has a high reputation for reliable news and serious comment on the news. It is an independent paper, not giving its support to a particular political party. The correspondence columns of The Times are always interesting. From time to time there will be a long correspondence on a subject that is not serious, perhaps on a new fashion of dress, or bad manners of the young generation compared with the manners of thirty years ago.  
Related topic:  “Mass Media”

1 What kind of newspaper is The Times?
2 Why does this newspaper have a high reputation?
3 Are only serious problems discussed in this newspaper?
4 What is the role of mass media in society? 

5 Is it important for you to know what is going on in the world? Why or why not? 

6 Where do you get most information about the world (e.g. newspapers, magazines, Internet, radio, TV)?

7 What sort of information do you get from newspapers and magazines?

8 Do you enjoy reading newspapers? What are your favourite newspapers?
9 How often do you use the Internet to get information? Which are your favourite sites?
10 Which are your favourite TV and radio news programmes?
Text 26
What Are You Crazy About?
“Hobbies” are a great British and American tradition. A “hobby” is a special interest or activity that you do in your free time. Some people have animals as hobbies. They train dogs to do tricks, or keep pigeons. Some are crazy about plants. They try to grow rare tropical flowers in their kitchens or sitting rooms. Others are mad about their car or motorbike. They spend their Saturdays and Sundays washing or painting them. Children and teenagers like collecting things. 
A “hobby” is usually a thing that a person does alone. But American and British families sometimes like to do things together.
Related topic:  “Hobbies”

1 What hobbies are mentioned in the text?
2 Who is especially interested in collecting things? Do you agree with it? 
3 What are you interested in? 

4 Do you have a hobby?  What is your hobby?

5 When did you take it up? Why? 

6 How much time do you spend on your hobby?

7 What is the best/the most interesting thing your hobby has given to you?

8 Do you think your hobby will help you choose a profession? Explain.

9 Do your parents and friends approve of what you are doing?

10 If you were given a lot of money, would you spend it on your hobby? What would you do?

Text 27
BOXING  DAY

The name of the day goes back to medieval times, more than 800 years ago, when boxes were placed at the back of every church to collect money for the poor. 

Historians say the holiday developed because servants were required to work on Christmas Day, but took the following day off. As servants prepared to leave to visit their families, their employers would present them with Christmas boxes. 
The tradition of giving money still continues today. It is customary for householders to give small gifts regular visiting trades people (the milkman, dustman, coalman, paper boy etc.) and, in some work places, for employers to give a Christmas bonus to employees.
Related topic: “Holidays in Britain”
1 Do you think holidays are important? Why?

2 Are there many holidays in Britain? Name some of them. 

3 Which of them are Bank Holidays?
4 Why are they called Bank Holidays? 

5 Do the British give each other presents on holidays?
6 Who is usually given gifts or tips on Boxing Day?
7 What is the origin of Boxing Day?

8 Are houses and streets in Britain usually decorated on holidays?

9 What festivals and celebrations are popular in Britain?
10 Which of the British holidays would you like to be celebrated in Russia? Why?
Text 28
OLYMPICS 2014

The city of Sochi will be the host city for the XXII Olympic Winter Games in 2014. Sochi was elected on 4 July 2007 by the members of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) at the 119th Session in Guatemala City. Paralympic Winter Games will be held there too. 

Sochi, who beat Salzburg and Pyeong Chang for the right to host the Games, says it will aim to stage a unique Paralympic Winter Games and further strengthen and promote the Paralympic Movement by providing excellent conditions for athletes to compete.
Related topic: “Olympic Games”
1 When was Sochi chosen to host the XXII Olympic Winter Games?
2 What countries did Russia beat in this competition? 
3 What movement is going to be strengthened and promoted in Sochi?
4 What do you know about Paralympic Games?
5 How often are Olympic and Paralympic games held?
6 Do you know when the XX1 Winter Olympic Games were held?
7 What winter sports are usually in the programme of Olympic Games?
8 What summer Olympic sports do you know?

9 When and where did the last Summer Olympics take place?
10 Why are Olympic Games very important?
